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pressure upon the conscience of the faithful to acts of overt vio-
lence, emanating from a powerful governmental machine.
First, it was necessary to remove from the path an obstacle
which, though long since a fictitious one, provided the adversaries
with a pretext for defending their rights: the Soviet legislation on
the freedom of conscience. This was accomplished by amending
Article Thirteen of the Constitution on May 22, 1929, and by pass-
ing the law of April 8,1929, on religious societies. Originally, Arti-
cle Thirteen of the Constitution acknowledged "the right of free
religious and anti-religious propaganda" to all citizens, whereas in
the amendment the text ran: "The freedom of professing a religion
and of anti-religious propaganda is acknowledged to all citizens."
We know that the freedom of religious propaganda had been
limited to divine service within the church and to the private teach-
ing of religion to people over eighteen years of age. Now every
oral or printed advocacy of religion could be declared a violation
of the Constitution. The previous legislation had restricted to its
utmost the work of religious organizations, but the law of April
8, 1929, went much further in the same direction. Any social, cul-
tural, or educational work became impossible; even the holding
of divine service was limited to "the place of residence of the mem-
bers of the said religious society and the location of their prayer-
house," while the actual application of the law surrounded worship
with such difficulties that its very existence became almost im-
possible.
It is important to notice that the new communist attack resulted
from the realization that all their efforts up to 1928-29 had failed,
On this point there are a number of statements made by the Bolshe-
viks themselves, proving that the official preaching of atheism in-
stead of producing the desired effect upon the masses had, on the
contrary, only incited religious feelings and helped to strengthen
the opposition against the atheistic propaganda of the government.
The best organized propaganda was to be found in the schwls, but
even there the results were not so marked as the Bolsheviks wished.
Here are the statistics expressing the religious mood ia six "seven-
year" schools (forma: gymnasia) at Sokolniki, a suburb of Mos-
cow inhabited by workmen, L e., in the very center of power and
in a social stratum closest to those in authority duriiig 1927.